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• This session is being recorded. 
• Recording and slides will be available 

on our website.
• Questions are welcome, we will 

address some as part of the panel 
discussion.

• Please share your feedback with us at 
the end!
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Agenda

• Welcome
• Presentation on Soil Policy Drivers
• Presentation on Soil Health in Practice
• Invitation to our Green Horizons network
• Story from the field 
• Q&A with the audience
• Feedback and close
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This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY
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Policy Drivers: What 
EU policies mean for 
your farm
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Presentations by:
Caroline Heinzel; European Environmental Bureau (EEB) 
Saskia Visser; Climate KIC
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Soil is the glue the binds the strategies of 
the European Green Deal
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Soil Monitoring Law
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Negotiations on the Soil Monitoring Law
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● EU institutions reached an agreement in April
→Final text of the law 

● Challenging political climate lead to extremely 
watered-down law

● Widespread dis-/ and misinformation, particular 
regarding alleged obligations for farmers (which are 
not part of the law)

● Final adoption of the law in Autumn
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What does the Soil Monitoring 
Law mean for farmers?
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The law puts no obligations, no bureaucracy, 
management requirements or costs on farmers.

1. Improved monitoring and knowledge about 
the state of soils in Europe (including but not 
limited to agricultural soils)

2. Improved access to soil health data (whilst 
respecting legal data protection 
requirements)

3. Support to landowners and managers to 
improve soil health and resilience

4. Efforts to reduce soil sealing
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Achieving healthy soils across the EU by 2050

Panagos & Orgiazzia, 2023; 10.1111/ejss.13441

Infrastructure to support 
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Nature Restoration Law
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● Overall target: Putting in place restoration 
measures with the aim to jointly cover at least 
20% of land areas and at least 20% of sea 
areas by 2030, and all ecosystems in need of 
restoration by 2050.

● Soil ecosystems relevant throughout the 
Directive

● Success hinges on thorough implementation 
and sufficient financial resources
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Common Agriculture Policy

Wednesday 16th of July; Launch of official proposal

A SImplified, centralised Mega-fund after 
2027
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What does this mean for farmers?

• Growing demand for soil-friendly practices
• More support & tools (data, funding, training)
• Increased accountability: Monitoring, audits, compliance
• Risk & Opportunity:

• Adapt early to secure funding and market access

How to prepare?

1. Know your soil: testing, mapping, monitoring
2. Engage in local soil health programs => Living Labs
3. Apply for eco-schemes and environmental funding
4. Follow updates on Soil Health Law/ CAP consultations
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Let’s work together

• Farming is part of the solution
• Soil health = farm health
• Connect with:

• National agricultural advisors
• Farmer networks & cooperatives
• EU programs (e.g., LIFE, Soil Mission, )
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Soil Health in Practice: 
working towards 
healthy soils
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Presentation by:
Saskia Keesstra; Climate KIC
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Working towards healthy soils

Definition: 
“the continued capacity of soil to function as a 
vital living ecosystem that sustains plants, 
animals, and humans”

Content: 
• Links processes, management options and 

socio-economics and policies
• Options for sustainable soil management
• Example of mulching
• Invitation to Green Horizons Farmers 

network
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Sustainable soil management options: working with basic 
process understanding
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Sustainable soil management options
SO

IL
 H

EA
LT

H
 IN

 P
RA

C
TI

C
E



21

Sustainable soil management options
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Example: Mulching
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AN INVITATION: 
The Green Horizons Farmer Network

• European network
• For: Farmers with an innovative mindset 
• To: Transition to sustainable and climate-smart 

agricultural practices 
• By: 

o Discover opportunities for collaboration, funding and 
participation in trials or innovation networks to help 
build resilience against climate change

o Access knowledge, tools and pilot results from climate-
smart agriculture projects across Europe

o Make voices and experiences heard to shape better 
agricultural policy.



25

Face to Face: network of networks 

Purpose:
• Assess challenges and opportunities
• Peer to peer learning
• Tailor made capacity building

Method:
• In-person workshops
• Online learning opportunities
• Farm visits
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Farmers network ambassadors
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• Online training for supporting local 
stakeholders (advisors, governance, 
cooperatives etc.) to help their local 
farmers with their challenges

• Online capacity needs can be 
supported by new elements on the 
platform
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Join our network

Visit www.climate-hive.org/page/
Green-Horizons or scan the QR code:
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Story from the field
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Thank you for joining! 

Tessa Finch
Capacity Building Lead
tessa.finch@climate-kic.org 

CONTACTS

www.climate-kic.org

Join the Green Horizons network: www.climate-hive.org/page/Green-Horizons 

STAY UP TO DATE


