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Who we are

Drivers of climate innovation in 
Europe and beyond

Climate-KIC is one of three Knowledge and 
Innovation Communities set up by the 
European Institute of Innovation & Technology 
(EIT). 
 Our mission is to spark and deliver 
innovative solutions to climate change via a 
dynamic alliance of European partners drawn 
from academia, industry and the public sector. 
 Our vision is to provide the people, 
products and leadership to confront the 
climate challenge globally. In driving 
innovation for climate change mitigation or 
adaptation we help the world’s next economy. 
 Across Europe we have six co-location 
centres or ‘innovation factories’ led by world-
class universities and companies. Additionally, 
our six regional innovation communities, led 
by local or regional government, support the 
testing, implementation and scaling up of 
innovation. 

What we do

Connecting research and technology 
with business

Climate-KIC links research, technology, business 
and city/regional government to find ways 
of mitigating or adapting to climate change 
and accelerating the solutions to market. Our 
business model has three areas of expertise. 
 In innovation we identify and 
develop the market potential of emerging 
technologies, creating new products, services 
and jobs in Europe with a global impact on 
climate change. 
 In education we recruit, nurture and 
develop entrepreneurs to become agents of 
change. Our courses combine climate change 
science and entrepreneurship with a practical 
programme of learning-by-doing featuring 
real-life challenges and innovation projects. 
 In entrepreneurship we open up the 
market for small businesses and start-ups 
working in the areas of climate innovation, 
providing the opportunities and practical tools 
to turn ideas into commercial success.

Blue Green Dream Project 
site in Paris, France



Eight key climate challenges drive
everything we do

Built environment | Creating energy-
efficient, low-carbon structures, and 
‘retrofitting’ old ones

Industrial symbiosis | Boosting efficiency 
by turning waste, including food waste and 
carbon dioxide (CO2), into a resource

Developing a bio-economy | Supporting 
the transition to a bio-based economy to 
reduce our carbon footprint

Greenhouse gas monitoring | Measuring 
greenhouse gases in support of climate 
change mitigation

Adaptation services | Increasing the ability 
of cities, societies and infrastructures to adapt 
to climate change

Making transitions happen | Creating the 
low-carbon culture that inspires companies, 
communities and citizens to reduce their 
impacts and to connect globally on the 
climate change challenge

Sustainable city systems | Moving towards 
decentralised and integrated energy, waste 
and water utilities and more sustainable 
transport systems

Land and water | Supporting the adaptation 
of water engineering and agriculture to 
climate change and linking it to better land 
use and ecosystem services delivery

The Building Technology Accelerator 
is a new programme of activities starting 
in 2014 with the objective to accelerate 
the potential of low carbon products 
and services in the built environment. 
This Climate-KIC programme aims to 
stimulate the introduction, dissemination 
and scaling up of new technologies in the 
market. By bringing together a network 
of ‘living labs’ across Europe, it addresses 
not only the climate impact of new 
building technologies combined with 
human interaction but also across different 
climatic zones. By the end of 2014 around 
8 prototypes of different technologies 
will be ready to be built in the ‘living labs’. 
Another deliverable by 2014 is a kitemark 
programme where tested technologies 
will be quality labelled to gain innovation 
buyers’ confidence via guaranteed savings 
and accreditation under current European 
regulations. 
  There are 15 Climate-KIC partners 
collaborating on this project.

The Smart, Sustainable Districts project 
is new for 2014. It is looking to help some 
of the highest aspirational and highest 
profile district level developments in 
Europe become smart and sustainable city 
exemplars. The districts will become test 
beds for replication of smart, sustainable 
city systems delivery in other cities. 
Initially, Climate-KIC will work with four 
shortlisted districts, offering them the best 
innovations from across its network. 
 There are 15 Climate-KIC partners 
involved in this project.



New activities 2014 

Broader reach across Europe 
Climate-KIC’s six regional innovation centres 
have initiated partnerships with EU regions 
previously outside of the organisation’s reach, 
increasing Climate-KIC’s impact on climate 
change mitigation and adaptation across 
Europe.
 Under the new scheme, regions in Ireland, 
Finland, Portugal, Romania and Slovenia will be 
taking part in Climate-KIC’s climate innovation 
programmes. Climate-KIC already has regional 
centres in Hungary, Italy, Germany, Poland, 
Spain and the UK.

Developing new talent 
A climate business school will be launched 
in 2014 targeting visionary global leaders 
to catalyse change for a sustainable 
environmental and economic future. Building 
our education network internationally, 

Climate-KIC will develop strategic relationships 
to meet climate change and green economic 
development challenges with the potential to 
provide access to new funding or revenue.
 The investment into e-learning will 
be a major activity for 2014, together with 
creating the climate and sustainability focused 
modules into a Massive Open Online Masters 
Programme (MOOP), in collaboration with KIC 
InnoEnergy and EIT ICT Labs.

Climate impact
Climate-KIC aims to lead by example in climate 
change mitigation and adaptation. Using the 
expertise within our network we are creating 
the framework to evaluate and prioritise our 
innovation activities for their target mitigation 
and adaptation benefits. Since 2012 we have 
maintained a carbon neutral footprint for our 
own operations through offsetting. 

Wageningen University is 
a Climate-KIC partner in 
the Netherlands



Future agents  
of change 

After completing the Climate-KIC Masters 
programme and summer school, Olivier 
Membrive is now doing a PhD in climate 
science. His doctoral work takes place at the 
Dynamic Meteorology Laboratory at École 
Polytechnique near Paris and focuses on the 
remote sensing of methane.
 Olivier studied Ocean, Atmosphere, 
Climate and Spatial Observation at UPMC in 
combination with Climate-KIC’s programme, 
graduating with his Climate-KIC certified 
Masters degree in 2013.

Olivier Membrive, graduate of 
Climate-KIC Master programme, 
Université Pierre et Marie Curie 

There are skills I developed with Climate-
KIC that I would never have had the 
opportunity to develop otherwise.
It gave another point of view that I 
didn’t have in my studies; it gave the 
entrepreneurship point of view, which 
really added value to what I did in my 
Masters.
That’s the added value of Climate-KIC: it 
creates both young graduates motivated 
about climate change issues, but who also 
have a real international background they 
can use straight away.

Venture competition 
winners 

Climate-KIC’s 2013 Venture Competition  
was held in Wroclaw, Poland. The third 
instalment of the competition included  
high calibre start-ups, most of which have 
come through our Acceleration Programme.  
A total of 13 entrepreneurs pitched their  
start-up businesses to the panel of judges  
and the audience. First prize went to Swiss 
start-up Osmoblue. They pitched an  
innovative and sustainable technology  
for recycling low-temperature waste heat  
into energy. 

Elodie Dahan, OsmoBlue, Climate-KIC 
Venture Competition Winner 2013

Thanks to Climate-KIC’s Venture 
Competition OsmoBlue received a lot 
of visibility. We received very positive 
feedback and useful contacts, among 
them potential investors and industrial 
partners.
 We will definitely participate in future 
Climate-KIC activities to benefit from 
its large network of experts in energy 
efficiency. The biggest strength of Climate-
KIC is the access it gives start-ups to a 
broad, dynamic and very international 
network.



Working with partners 

In 2014 Climate-KIC now has an integrated 
community of more than 200 partners. We 
bring together the most influential and 
commercially minded climate change players 
to create a world-class community that 
generates real solutions, real jobs, real products 
and real services. Climate-KIC partners not only 
benefit from opportunities to work alongside 
the best thinkers in the climate change 
space – they also gain an important sense of 
belonging. 

Jonas van Stekelenburg, 
Innovation Director at Climate-KIC 
partner Schiphol airport

As a Climate-KIC partner, Schiphol 
benefits from an inspirational 
community that teams people of all ages 
and backgrounds. ‘What we’re doing is 
pretty new’, says Jonas. ‘Yes, it’s about 
technical excellence. But at a more 
human level it’s also about doing your 
best to create good things. We applaud 
the open mind-set that Climate-KIC 
brings to the search for solutions.’

Climate-KIC annual 
Innovation Festival for the 
whole community



Co-location centres

Regional Implementation and
Innovation Centres

The Climate-KIC network

French start-up Airinov 
has developed a way of 
accurately forecasting 
fertilizer for crops

Green Garage space for new 
start-ups in Berlin

Our new centre in 
Copenhagen opened  
in 2014 
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